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had a standing army of blacks called the Metro-
politan Guard. In several States the negro militia
was used as a constabulary and was sent to any
part of the State to make arrests.

In spite of this provocation there were, after the
riots of 1866-67, comparatively few race con-
flicts until reconstruction was drawing to a close.
The intervening period was filled with the more
peaceful activities of the Ku Klux Klan and the
White Camelia.1 But as the whites made up their
minds to get rid of negro rule, the clashes came
frequently and always ended in the death of
more negroes than whites.3 They would prob-
ably have continued with serious consequences if
the whites had not eventually secured control of
the government.

The lax election laws, framed indeed for the
benefit of the party in power, gave the radicals
ample opportunity to control the negro vote. The
elections were frequently corrupt, though not a
great deal of money was spent in bribery. It was
found less expensive to use other methods of
getting out the vote. The negroes were generally

1 Sec pages 243-04.

3 Among the bloodiest conflicts were those in Louisiana at Colfax,
Coushatta, and New Orleans in 1873-74, and at Vicksburg and
Clinton, Mississippi, in 1874-75.